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Save the Date!
CSEOA Spring Annual Meeting
Saturday, May 5th
9:30a-1:30p @
Mid-Ohio Food Bank
3960 Brookham Dr
Grove City, OH 43123
If you have news or photos to share and/or dates you would like to add to the calendar to be included in
our next CSEmail, please submit to me by Friday at 4:30p
Submit your articles, photos (jpeg, png format please) and attachments to
debras@ocucc.org

It's Time to Register for Camp

Click Here For Details

Great Lakes Regional Youth Event
Elmhurst College, Elmhurst Illinois
July 5-8
A Just World For All: Your Voice Matters
Greetings Brothers & Sisters in Christ! I am reaching out to you on behalf of the planning committee for
the UCC Great Lakes Regional Youth Event. The attached is a letter of invitation for this summers event
that includes the link for registration. Please distribute to the masses; all clergy and lay leadership
throughout your conferences and help us to spread the word! Blessings ~ Kim
GLRYE Co-Chairs
Rev. Emily A. Davis emily@fcc-cl.org
Rev. Kimberlee Whisler-Vasko kimberlee2964@icloud.com

Click HERE For Letter of Invitation
Information and Registration

Interim Minister 3-Day Training

At Camp Christian
May 8-10 & November 13-15
Register online at ccinoh.com

A Little Note From Rev. Linda Meridith
CSEOA
Pastoral Practice Specialist,
Elder's Specialist
Dear friends and colleagues:
It is with great passion for relationship that I reach out to you again. We clergy need one another. We
need to find ways to connect that are inspirational and transforming. We need to network our resources combing our efforts and insights for the good or our communities and regions.
There are 2 programs you can participate in that will help achieve the above.
Association Covenantal Elders. Through this program we seek to enhance communication between
churches and the association. We seek to be supportive of clergy and other church leadership. We seek
to know and be known. Please consider being a part of this outreach and be sure to extend an invitation
to some of your parishioners who may be interested in serving as well. Those of you who are currently a
part of this program be sure to get communications to the churches through email lists, Facebook pages
and Newsletters. This can be revitalizing and unifying.
The next program is Pastoral Practice Groups. Some of you may have heard of this as Pastoral
Excellence. These groups meet for 3-4 hours monthly to share support, insight, retreat, education and
worship. Every authorized minister is invited to be part of a group of 6-8 others. If you are in a group
give testimony to its value. If you are not in a group, please contact me to get connected. We all need
support and none of us can do it alone.
May God's love show through you in this Holy Season of Lent.
Rev Linda Meridith
CSEOA
Pastoral Practice Specialist
Elders Specialist

Boundary Training 2018
Register Now
Authorized ministers in the CSEOA
One of the requests of our authorization and standing is to stay current with Boundary training and Antiracism training. This requirement is every 3 years for both. I would ask you to check when was the last

time you had both of these trainings, if it is more than 3 years, I would invite you to sign up for the
training at Camp Christian with the Disciples of Christ on April 18 for Anti-Racism training and April 19 for
Ethical Boundary training.
Following through on our expectations of growth and being in compliance with our authorization is very
important, for ourselves, for our places that we work, and for our call. So please check your schedule
and sign up, and if you don’t remember, it probably has been too long.
Thank you for all the wonderful and hard work that you do as an authorized minister in the CSEOA on
behalf of the United Church of Christ.
Mindy Quellhorst
Rev. Melinda Quellhorst
Pastor Grace United Church of Christ
Member of DCAM

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

UNITE to End Racism
April 3-5, 2018
ACT NOW: Unite to End Racism is both a rally and a call to
action, organized by the National Council of Churches with
partners: the National African American Clergy Network,
Conference of National Black Churches, Sojourners,
Franciscan Action Network, Churches Uniting in Christ, and
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, and its member
communions.
The Ohio Council of Churches invites you to join us in
a transformational journey, beginning this April. Join
us on a transformational journey!
♦ Awaken to the truth that racism is evil and hurts us all
♦ Confront racism through truth-telling and action to right the wrong
♦ Transform the hearts, minds, and behaviors of people and institutions.

READ MORE
Register Here
25 seats, $75 each, left on a bus departing from Cleveland CLICK HERE
17 seats, $75 each, left on a bus departing from Columbus CLICK HERE

March For Our Lives

First Congregational UCC, 444 E Broad Street, Columbus graciously invites youth
and their adult companions to spend the evening of March 23, at the Church.
Provide your own travel and dinner arrangements. Arrive at the church anytime
after 6:00 pm. Bring sleeping bags, air mattresses, cots, and personal toiletries.
Read More
Register Here
Advocate to End Gun Violence in Your Community
GET IDEAS HERE

IMAGINING A NEW
CONFERENCE
OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE
IDEAS, DREAMS AND CONCERNS
The Conference Vision Team wants
to hear from you!
Your opinion and reflection are essential to the shaping of the future work and ministry of the United
Church of Christ in Ohio, West Virginia and Northern Kentucky.

The visionary goal of this effort is to create "one nimble and responsive

judicatory that is faithful in mission and responsible in
stewardship."
These "imagining" sessions will help create a new day of effective and efficient ministr

The remaining discussions are scheduled as follows:
March 15 - Thursday - First Congregational, UCC Columbus - 12p
March 18 - Sunday - St. John's UCC, Dayton (downtown) - 3 pm
March 20 - Tuesday - Orchard Hill UCC, Chillicothe - 6:30 pm
(This session will be streamed; viewing details will be announced soon)
March 24 - Saturday - St. John's UCC, Newark - 10 am
Members of the Vision Team will be present at each session to share developments so far and to invite
your reflection and suggestions.
Currently serving are: Patricia Battle, Dan Busch, Dan Doty, Mark Frey, John Gantt, Cathy Green, Tom
Kagy, Ian Lynch, Carl Robinson, Jared Ruari, Karl Ulrich, Terry Williams.
Other members of the Conference serve on one of three working groups studying "Best and Standard
Practices Resource," "Form and Structure Plan," and "Finance and Stewardship."

Being Church Together
"Connecting local churches together in mutual ministry"
"Responding to national and global disasters"
"Church camp and youth events"
"Supporting local churches and ministers with the search and call process"
"Ecumenical outreach and cooperation"
"Ministering to local church pastors"
"Consultation for situations when a local church needs help"
"Prophetic witness"
These are just a few of the responses that the Vision Team has heard during Listening Sessions

Questions, Comments or Ideas? Email ocuccvision@gmail.com

CLICK HERE TO SUPPLY
INPUT

A Request From the Search Committee

Dear Friends,
As was communicated last month, a search committee has begun its work to find a Transitional
Conference Minister to begin no later than September 30, when the Interim Conference Minister
concludes his ministry with us. We have drafted a Position Description and are seeking input from across
the conference before we finalize it and begin considering candidates.
Click HERE to view job description and to participate in our survey.

Ohio Conference Ministry Scholarships
Next Application Deadline: April 8
The Ohio Conference UCC offers financial support to those who have discerned a call to and are
preparing for authorized ministry.
Through the gifts of generous individuals and churches, scholarships are available for seminary education
expenses to persons preparing for ordination and, in some cases, preparation for licensed and
commissioned ministries.
Applicants may request funds to cover tuition, room and board, books and other expenses related to
preparation for ministry.

Info and Application

UCC Planning and Evaluation Survey
Dear Association Members,
Greetings! The Center for Analytics, Research and Data (CARD) is seeking your direct feedback and
assistance on a new denomination-wide survey.
The purpose of the UCC Planning and Evaluation Survey is to gather information about the various
types of planning and evaluation tools, strategies, and processes utilized across settings of the church, as
well as the prevalence and frequency of planning and evaluation initiatives. The results will
guide CARD’swork in assessing needs and creating/curating the most helpful resources for effective
planning and evaluation for local churches, middle judicatories, and other settings.
The survey will take approximately 15-20 minutes to complete. Responses are anonymous, although we
do ask for the name of your setting to reduce overlap in response. The results of the survey will be
shared with various stakeholders across the United Church of Christ. Please complete the survey
by Friday, March 16.
Survey link: https://www.research.net/r/UCCPlanningSurvey
Thank you for taking the time to provide your feedback! If you have any questions, please contact:
Rev. Kristina Lizardy-Hajbi, Ph.D.

Director

Center for Analytics, Research and Data (CARD)
United Church of Christ
700 Prospect Avenue East
Cleveland, OH 44115-1100
O: 216-736-3866 | F: 216-736-2229
Website: www.ucc.org/research
Blog: https://carducc.wordpress.com
UCC Resources – Data At Your Fingertips: http://bit.ly/2u5JsdQ

An Exploration of a Vital Topic, with a Film
Screening and Workshops
Saturday, April 14th - 9:30a-3:30p
North Congregational UCC
2040 W Henderson Rd, Columbus OH 43220
United Church Homes’ Ruth Frost Parker Center for Abundant
Aging and North Congregational UCC, Columbus, are co-sponsoring the Giving Voice to LGBTQ Older
Adults Conference from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. April 14 at North Congregational,2040 W. Henderson Road.
The conference will include the premier of “Gen Silent,” a documentary asking six LGBT seniors if they
will hide their lives to survive. Workshops are planned on long-term care planning, elder abuse, advocacy
and services and spiritual challenges and opportunities for communities.

Informational Flyer
Agenda
Register Here

Registration Now Open for ONA Gathering in
Dallas
June 27-30

 meet and develop friendships with LGBTQ people and our allies throughout the United Church of
Christ.

 learn new ways we can be effective advocates for the Gospel of God's love in our communities.
 celebrate, sing, and have fun!

Read More and Register Here

Spring Lantern Fellowship
Women's Retreat
April 20-22, at Camp Mohaven
Click the link below for information about the Spring
Lantern Fellowship Women's Retreat. The retreat will
be held at Camp Mohaven and registration is available
at
www.onlineregistrationcenter.com/lantern (not
e: registration is not handled by the Ohio Conference).
DETAILS HERE

Wider Church Upcoming Events

Greg Davis, a member of First Community Church, Columbus asks us to
consider how to join the Interfaith March for Peace and Justice, an
international event planned for April 29. Of special concern is to identify
persons in various locations throughout the Conference who will help
organize simultaneous marches in their areas.
Read More

MESA Memo Items
Sabatical Best Practices
Ministry of COM's
Fitness Review Tab Training
Ministerial Code
Marks Assessment
Click below for details and dates of above

ZOOM Training Available

Churches Currently in Transition....
 Heidelberg UCC, Stoutsville is in the process of beginning their search for a new
minister.

"Talked to Your Neighbors
Lately?"
A devotion
by Kenneth L. Samuel

"Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all
members of one body." - Ephesians 4:25
The presidential election of 2016 was another stark reminder of how deeply divided we are as a country.
People who live in the same state, the same county, the same city, and sometimes even the same street
are at polar opposite ends regarding many of the critical issues that face our nation.
Yet, an open, honest conversation with our political opposites might reveal that no matter the political
affiliation, the overwhelming majority of us want many of the same things: Safety for our families . . .
good education for children . . . the opportunity to work and make a livable wage . . . a clean
environment . . . a government we can trust.
With all the common concerns that unite us, why do we as a country continue to find ourselves
separated and alienated from the very people we ride with on mass transit . . . or shop with at the mall .
. . or see at the post office . . . or sit with in the waiting room at the hospital . . . or whose children share
a classroom with our own?
Could it be because instead of talking truthfully to one another about our common concerns, our
common fears and our common prejudices, we have spoken to one another in sound bites, political
slogans and media-hyped stereotypes?
In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus makes it clear that our neighbor is not necessarily the one
who lives closest to us, but the one who travels a common road with us.
We could make the road better for all of us if we began an honest dialogue with a fellow traveler whose
perspectives don't necessarily resemble our own. We could share a lot . . . learn a lot . . . and better
understand our common lot.

Prayer
God, give me opportunity to open up an honest dialogue with those who are
different from me. Amen.

Have you read the PARISH PAPER?
The Parish Paper is a wonderful resource to
which the Ohio Conference has subscribed
on behalf of all Ohio Conference churches.
Each issue stands alone as a topic of
interest and importance to being a living
and growing congregation.
Check it out...

March - Finding Significance as a Small
Church

April - Church Energy Use: Can We Harness

Constitution and By Laws Adopted
10-25-14
CSEOA Vision - Future Story 2020
CSEOA Strategic Plan 2013-2020
Ohio Conference Website
Outdoor Ministries

Hope?

Member In Discernment Manual
Rev. 7 10-9-2013
How Do I Transfer My Standing?

Staff Contacts
Debbie Smetts,
Association Office Administrator
Central Southeast Ohio Association
6161 Busch Blvd., Suite 100
Columbus, Ohio 43229-2547
614-885-0722 Ext. 218
Toll Free: 800-282-0740 Ext. 218
Fax: 614-885-8824
Email: debras@ocucc.org

Reverend Patricia Battle,
Association Pastor

Office Hours by Appointment
Email: patriciab@ocucc.org
Call or Text: 614-531-8240

Staff Specialists
Joan Davidson,
Association Registrar
Email: joand@ocucc.org
Cell: 419-934-3713

Reverend Linda Meredith,
Covenantal Elders Specialist
Pastoral Practice Specialist
Email: lindam@ocucc.org
Cell: 740-815-1048

Beverly Holt,
Search and Call Specialist
Email: beverlyh@ocucc.org
Cell: 740-816-2987

ABOUT THE NEW LOGO
All UCC LOGOs are Available Here

