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2018 Calendar of Events
COUNCIL Meeting
Saturday, March 10th
9:30a-12:30p
Trinity UCC, Baltimore

DPAM Meeting
CSE Pulpit Supply
List

Wednesday, March 14th
9:30a-3:30p
David's UCC, Canal Winchester

DCAM Meeting
CSE Church
Directory

Saturday, April 14th
1p
Grace UCC, Lancaster

CSE Departments,
Council and
Committees

2018 Calendar of
Prayer

Calendar of Prayer
February 25, 2018
Ohio Conference Outdoor Ministries Staff

MESA
COM & MOM
Information and
Manuals

CSEOA
Website
Save the Date!
CSEOA Spring Annual Meeting
Saturday, May 5th
9:30a-3:30p
Details coming SOON
If you have news or photos to share and/or dates you would like to add to the calendar to be included in
our next CSEmail, please submit to me by Friday at 4:30p
Submit your articles, photos (jpeg, png format please) and attachments to
debras@ocucc.org

It's Time to Register for Camp

Click Here For Details

Click Here to View the List
Dear Friends,
We are in the first week of Lent, a 40 day period (not including Sundays) from Ash Wednesday until
Easter.
For centuries people have been using this time as a spiritual time to give up something or to take
something on. We invite you to use this time as a time to grow in your faith, to feel closer to God and to
enjoy every day as God’s gift to you. Here's a list of "40 Things to Give Up for Lent" I found on Phil
Ressler's website. I hope you find this inspirational.

Thank you Westerville Community for sharing this!

Arena Fair Theatre
Presents
12 Angry Men
Thank you Zion UCC Of
Delaware for sharing this
information.
To purchase tickets online, go to
the Arena Fair website.
Tickets are $10 - $15.

Celebration of Life Service
ROGER C. MILLER
Celebration of Life Service
I write to invite all of our Association Members to a very special
service of Thanksgiving in loving memory of Rev. Roger Miller, our
Emeritus Central Southeast Association Minister.
On Saturday, February 24, at First Congregational Church, United
Church of Christ, 444 East Broad, St. Columbus, Ohio, 43215, we
will celebrate Roger's life in ministry. A one hour service will begin

at 11:00a.m. with a reception to follow.
We are asking clergy who wish to vest for the service and be in a processional, to gather in the Lower
Narthex and robe around 10:15 a.m. Please wear black robes and white stoles.
If you have mobility challenges, you may wait for us in the Upper Narthex. We will be in line for the
procession by 10:50 a.m.
It is my hope and prayer that as many of us as possible come to this celebration of Roger's Ministry.
It was among his final requests that a service be held to celebrate his ministry, following his celebration
of life at North Congregational Church last December.
Please reply if you are coming so we can plan appropriately for food and seating for all the clergy and
others present.
Love in Christ,
Tim Ahrens

REGISTER HERE TO PARTICIPATE

Interim Minister 3-Day Training
At Camp Christian
May 8-10 & November 13-15
Register online at ccinoh.com

A Note from Joan Davidson,
CSEOA Registrar
Yearbook Reporting !
YEARBOOK REPORTING TO THE UCC NATIONAL DATAHUB!

Attention Church Staff
Central Southeast Ohio Association, UCC
Still time, BEGIN TODAY! The Data-hub is open for Church reporting until March 7, 2018 at
midnight. This is a yearly task to report membership, attendance, finances & ministerial support to the
National Office. (Eleven Reasons Why)

Directions & forms below:

Yearbook Instructions
Church Yearbook Instructions
Online Data Entry Form
Officers Form
Church list with church numbers

PS: If you have questions or need help getting started call me at 419-934-3713. I
am more than happy to assist. (Do not call the National office. They will refer you
back to the Association office)

VIDEO TUTORIALS
Joan Davidson, Registrar
Central Southeast Ohio Association
Ohio Conference, United Church of Christ
joand@ocucc.org
419-934-3713

“The Lord your God is with you, He is mighty to save. He will take great
delight in you, He will quiet you with his love, He will rejoice over you
with singing.”
Zephaniah 3:17
Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to
the Lord, bless His name; Proclaim the good news of His salvation from
day to day.

Psalm 96:1-2 (NKJV)
May you experience and share
God's Love in new and deeper
ways ........................
Do you ever sing to God and imagine
Him singing to you???
No matter what is going on in your life
today, take the time to sing to our
Lord and bless His name.

More Than Anything

(Song by Lamar Campbell)
I lift my hands in total adoration unto
You
You reign on the throne
For You are God and God alone
Because of You my cloudy days are
gone
I can sing to You this song
I just want to say that I love You more
than anything...
I love You Jesus
I worship and adore You
Just want to tell You
Lord, I love You more than anything
Seeing God in Everything...Sing His
praises,

Rev. Patricia E. H. Battle
Servant of God

View Your February Praise and
Prayer Calendar HERE

UNITE to End Racism
April 3-5, 2018
ACT NOW: Unite to End Racism is both a rally and a call to
action, organized by the National Council of Churches with
partners: the National African American Clergy Network,
Conference of National Black Churches, Sojourners,
Franciscan Action Network, Churches Uniting in Christ, and
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, and its member
communions.
The Ohio Council of Churches invites you to join us in
a transformational journey, beginning this April. Join
us on a transformational journey!
♦ Awaken to the truth that racism is evil and hurts us all
♦ Confront racism through truth-telling and action to right the wrong
♦ Transform the hearts, minds, and behaviors of people and institutions.

READ MORE

Register Here

ADAMH Faith Leaders Symposium
Tuesday, March 13, 2018
Tuesday, March 13, 2018
The Columbus Foundation,1234 E. Broad Street, 43203

8:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.: Self Care for Senior Faith Leaders
1:00 p.m. -4:30 p.m.: Tools and Resources for Ministry and Lay Leaders
Self Care for Senior Faith Leaders
The first half of the day (8:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.) is designed exclusively and specifically for
senior and executive level faith leaders. This year, we welcome Chris Adams, Ph.D.,Executive
Director of the Azusa Pacific University Center for Vocational Ministry. Adams will offer
strategies to help counter the pressures and stresses of executive leadership.

Tools and Resources for Ministry Leaders
The second half of the day (1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.) is designed for health and outreach ministry
and lay leaders. The goal is to provide those leaders with mental health and substance abuse
information and resources to support the help they already provide to congregants and
community members.
Senior leaders are welcome to stay throughout the day. The session is free; light refreshments
will be served.

REGISTER HERE

VIEW YOUR takeACTION FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER
HERE

IMAGINING A NEW
CONFERENCE
OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE IDEAS, DREAMS AND CONCERNS
The Conference Vision Team wants to hear from you!
Your opinion and reflection are essential to the shaping of the future work and ministry of the United
Church of Christ in Ohio, West Virginia and Northern Kentucky.

The visionary goal of this effort is to create "one nimble and responsive
judicatory that is faithful in mission and responsible in
stewardship."
These "imagining" sessions will help create a new day of effective and efficient ministry.

CLICK HERE FOR SCHEDULED TIMES CONVENIENT FOR YOU
Members of the Vision Team will be present at each session to share developments so far and to invite
your reflection and suggestions.
Currently serving are: Patricia Battle, Dan Busch, Dan Doty, Mark Frey, John Gantt, Cathy Green, Tom
Kagy, Ian Lynch, Carl Robinson, Jared Ruari, Karl Ulrich, Terry Williams.
Other members of the Conference serve on one of three working groups studying "Best and Standard
Practices Resource," "Form and Structure Plan," and "Finance and Stewardship."

Questions, Comments or Ideas? Email ocuccvision@gmail.com

CLICK HERE TO SUPPLY
INPUT

UCC Planning and Evaluation Survey
Dear Association Members,

Greetings! The Center for Analytics, Research and Data (CARD) is seeking your direct feedback and
assistance on a new denomination-wide survey.
The purpose of the UCC Planning and Evaluation Survey is to gather information about the various
types of planning and evaluation tools, strategies, and processes utilized across settings of the church, as
well as the prevalence and frequency of planning and evaluation initiatives. The results will
guide CARD’swork in assessing needs and creating/curating the most helpful resources for effective
planning and evaluation for local churches, middle judicatories, and other settings.
The survey will take approximately 15-20 minutes to complete. Responses are anonymous, although we
do ask for the name of your setting to reduce overlap in response. The results of the survey will be
shared with various stakeholders across the United Church of Christ. Please complete the survey
by Friday, March 16.
Survey link: https://www.research.net/r/UCCPlanningSurvey
Thank you for taking the time to provide your feedback! If you have any questions, please contact:
Rev. Kristina Lizardy-Hajbi, Ph.D.

Director

Center for Analytics, Research and Data (CARD)
United Church of Christ
700 Prospect Avenue East
Cleveland, OH 44115-1100
O: 216-736-3866 | F: 216-736-2229
Website: www.ucc.org/research
Blog: https://carducc.wordpress.com
UCC Resources – Data At Your Fingertips: http://bit.ly/2u5JsdQ

Registration Now Open for ONA Gathering in
Dallas
June 27-30

 meet and develop friendships with LGBTQ people and our allies throughout the United Church of
Christ.

 learn new ways we can be effective advocates for the Gospel of God's love in our communities.
 celebrate, sing, and have fun!

Read More and Register Here

Wider Church Upcoming Events
Greg Davis, a member of First Community Church, Columbus asks us to
consider how to join the Interfaith March for Peace and Justice, an
international event planned for April 29. Of special concern is to identify
persons in various locations throughout the Conference who will help
organize simultaneous marches in their areas.
Read More

MESA Memo Items
Sabatical Best Practices
Ministry of COM's
Fitness Review Tab Training
Ministerial Code
Marks Assessment
Click below for details and dates of above

ZOOM Training Available

Speaking of Faith...
Islam

Our final class:

Register HERE

Monday, March 5 -7-9pm - Islam - Noor Cultural Islamic Center, 5001 Wilcox Road, Dublin, Ohio 43016
Bring friends, family, neighbors, co-workers. All are welcome. We need to have folks sign-up so we can
plan for food and seating.
Contact Rev. Dr. Tim Ahrens for more information

Churches Currently in Transition....
 Heidelberg UCC, Stoutsville is in the process of beginning their search for a new
minister.

"The Greatest"
A devotion
by Emily C. Heath
"At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"
Then he called a little child over to sit among the disciples, and said, "I assure you that if you don't turn
your lives around and become like this little child, you will definitely not enter the kingdom of heaven.
Those who humble themselves like this little child will be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me." - Matthew 18:1-7
Humility isn't in vogue in our culture. Even more than competence, outright hubris can now win the day.
Humility is for losers with low self-esteem, and we love winners.
But what might win elections and promotions is not what wins God's heart. Jesus rejects those who are
seeking to be "the greatest" and instead opens his arms up to those who "humble themselves" like
children.
In certain circles I've traveled in, ones where power and privilege are not the norm, I've heard the
concept of humility dismissed. I get why. When you are a part of a group that has been oppressed or
treated as "less than," someone telling you to be humble seems particularly unhelpful. Many groups
have, rightfully, claimed the concept of "pride" as an antidote.
But being proud and being humble are not opposites. You can, and should, absolutely believe that you
are a beloved child of God, created by God and profoundly gifted. No one is inherently more worthy than
you.

But the problem comes when you begin to believe that you are more worthy than others.
True humility is not about thinking of yourself as less than others. True humility is knowing that you are
equally worthy, and that every good gift you have been given is not for yourself but for others.
What we learned, and somehow better understood, about how to treat one another when we were
children still applies. And even if it doesn't win the day in the board room or on the ballot, that child-like
virtue still wins God's heart every time.

Prayer
God, help me to love myself exactly as you made me, and help me to be humble
enough that I may love others. Amen.

Have you read the PARISH PAPER?
The Parish Paper is a wonderful resource to
which the Ohio Conference has subscribed
on behalf of all Ohio Conference churches.
Each issue stands alone as a topic of
interest and importance to being a living
and growing congregation.
Check it out...

February 2018 - Best Practices for
Church Members Serving as Staff

Constitution and By Laws Adopted
10-25-14
CSEOA Vision - Future Story 2020
CSEOA Strategic Plan 2013-2020
Ohio Conference Website
Outdoor Ministries
Member In Discernment Manual
Rev. 7 10-9-2013
How Do I Transfer My Standing?

Staff Contacts
Debbie Smetts,
Association Office Administrator
Central Southeast Ohio Association
6161 Busch Blvd., Suite 100

Columbus, Ohio 43229-2547
614-885-0722 Ext. 218
Toll Free: 800-282-0740 Ext. 218
Fax: 614-885-8824
Email: debras@ocucc.org

Reverend Patricia Battle,
Association Pastor

Office Hours by Appointment
Email: patriciab@ocucc.org
Call or Text: 614-531-8240

Staff Specialists
Joan Davidson,
Association Registrar
Email: joand@ocucc.org
Cell: 419-934-3713

Reverend Linda Meredith,
Covenantal Elders Specialist
Pastoral Practice Specialist
Email: lindam@ocucc.org
Cell: 740-815-1048

Beverly Holt,
Search and Call Specialist
Email: beverlyh@ocucc.org
Cell: 740-816-2987

ABOUT THE NEW LOGO
All UCC LOGOs are Available Here

