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IT'S HAPPENING in the CSEOA
Saturday, October 14th
Lisa Bowersock Ordination
2p at Dublin Community, Dublin
Saturday, October 21st
Terry Williams Ordination
4p at Orchard Hill UCC, Chillicothe
Saturday, October 28th
54th Annual Central Southeast Ohio
Association Fall Meeting
9a-12p
Trinity United Church of Christ
105 N High St Baltimore OH 43105
Saturday, November 11th

Committees

2017 Calendar of
Prayer

DCAM
Association Office
1p-4p

Calendar of Prayer
October 15th
2nd Congregational UCC, Marietta
October 22nd
CSEOA Council
October 29th
The United Church, Mt Sterling

If you have news or photos to share and/or dates you would like to add to the calendar to be included
in our next CSEmail, please submit to me by Friday at 4:30p
Submit your articles, photos (jpeg, png format please) and attachments to
debras@ocucc.org

Call For Nominations
Officers and Department Members Needed:
The Following Seats are Open:

(Current Nominees are Listed in white)
(As stated in the CSEOA-Constitution By-Laws adopted 10/25/14, ARTICLE II.
ELECTIONS, section 43, "Additional nominations may be made from the floor
of the Association Meeting with the prior consent of the nominee.")

Council
Vice-Moderator
(Must be Clergy)
Department for Church and Authorized Ministry
3 Open Seats
(2 Clergy and 1 Lay Person Male or Female)

Ms Janet Marbly, Esq - Advent UCC

Rev Mindy Quellhorst - Grace UCC, Lancaster
Department for Preparation and Authorized Ministry
2 Open Seats
(1 Male and 1 Female Lay Persons)

Ms. Jan Anible

Department for Church Vitality
4 Open Seats
(2 Male, 2 Female 3 being Clergy and 1 being a lay person)
Ohio Conference Board

Rev Terry Williams -Orchard Hill UCC
Please Contact

Dr. Cynthia Tyson
Rev. Mindy Quellhorst
Rev. Linda Meredith

With Your Nominations
Elections will be held at the 54th Fall Annual Meeting
OFFICIAL CALL TO THE
54th FALL ANNUAL MEETING
CENTRAL SOUTHEAST OHIO
ASSOCIATION
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2017
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 9:00 AM
AND THE MEETING CONCLUDES AT
12:00 PM
Trinity United Church of Christ
105 N. High Street, Baltimore OH 43105
740-862-4222

Delegates, Clergy, and visitors are invited to the Fall Annual Meeting of the

Central Southeast Ohio Association
The Theme for the Day and Focus Scripture:
“A Just World For All”

Amos 5:24 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!
The United Church of Christ has a vision of a just world for all. In this world all are welcomed, everyone
is loved and justice is inherent. The 3 Great Loves is the denomination's opportunity to express how our
Love of Neighbor, Love of Children and Love of Creation work together to address the iniquities in our
current world.
As an expression of a covenantal "Great Love" we invite all to join us as we attend to the "Business" of
the Association and simultaneously lift up vital ministry happening within our association and continue
our shared journey of innovation, spiritual connection and social justice as the Living Church of Jesus
Christ.

Events of the Day will include Election of Officers and Department Members
and
Approval of the 2018 Budget.

View 2018 Proposed Budget Here
Register HERE!
JUSTICE. IT'S A JESUS THING.
Pre-Order TODAY!

Terry Williams' Ordination
You are joyfully invited to attend the ordination of Terry
Williams on Saturday October 21 at 4 p.m. at Orchard Hill
United Church of Christ, 105 N Courtland Dr, Chillicothe, OH
45601.

Get Directions Here

Northwest Ohio Association Office
Job Opening
Financial Bookkeeper
Applicant will be responsible for the preparation of financial reports and coordination of annual audit,
budgetary functions, including payroll, associated taxes, monthly reporting and day to day financials.
Qualifications: Must be proficient in accounting, PCs, Excel and Automated Church System - ACS,
organized, and able to work at a fast pace. Part-time position 16-24 hours weekly.
Send resume by October 20, 2017 to:
Northwest Ohio Association, UCC, 416 Wentz St., Tiffin, OH 44883 or office@nwoa.org
Complete job description HERE

United Church Homes
2017 Annual Symposium
Friday, October 20th
8:30a-3:00p

Abundant Aging in the 21st Century

View Event Info Here

Register Here

Please join United Church Homes’ Ruth Frost Parker
Center for Abundant Aging at the second annual
Symposium for a discussion about what it means to
transform the way people think and talk about aging
and older adults! Adults 65 and older are living longer,
healthier and happier lives. What is the impact of
longevity on individuals, communities and society at
large?

The registration fee of $25 includes lunch
and 4 CEU's for Professionals.
Marriott Columbus University Area
3100 Olentangy River Road
Columbus, Ohio 43202
Get Directions

Fall Youth Event
You Gotta Be...
Empowered, Engaged, Effective
This is a retreat designed by youth, for youth.
God gives EVERY person natural, creative
talent. You just need to activate it!
BE empowered to use your natural leadership
gifts to tackle those tough issues that seem
impossible. BE engaged in a new design
process that will unleash your creativity. BE
effective in leading change in your home, your
church, your school and your community.

You will be imagining creative solutions for such
issues as:
· Interfaith Dialogue
· Criminal Justice
· White Privilege and Racism
· Refugees
· Immigration
· Sexuality and Gender

· Environmental Justice
· Human Trafficking
· Positive Body Image
· Poverty/Homelessness
NOTE: We expect churches to bring chaperones for participating youth at a ratio of 1 adult: 10 youth.
Chaperones should match the gender of the participants. For example, if you have 5 girls and 2 boys,
you’d need to bring 1 male and 1 female chaperone. All chaperones must complete the required annual
background and reference checks. They should come prepared to participate fully in the programming,
building relationships with youth from their church and other churches.
We realize that finding enough chaperones can sometimes be a challenge. We encourage you to work
with other churches in your area who are attending to share chaperones between your groups. Don’t
know another church that’s attending? Please contact Nicole Havelka (nicoleh@ocucc.org) at the Ohio
Conference UCC office to make a connection! You can also email her with questions you might have
about the event.

More Info and Register Here

Getting to the Root of It

We’ve asked UCC advocates to help us unpack the complex justice
issues that we’re working on. Using our scripture and our General
Synod pronouncements as the basis for these reflections, we hope to
provide insights into the issues you care about that are rooted in our
shared faith, and can inform your advocacy efforts.

Justice Events

Letter to the Conference:
Sale of Pilgrim Hills

TO THE CONGREGATIONS AND CLERGY OF THE OHIO
CONFERENCE
Dear partners in ministry,
In recent months several actions have taken place related to the
sale of Pilgrim Hills camp. The Board of Directors informed the
Conference previously that a Sales Team was established to
carry out that responsibility.
The Sales Team believed the best option would be to offer the
property for auction.
It was intended that once the auction was scheduled, the entire Conference would be made aware of
the auction dates and provided with information for anyone to participate in the auction proceedings.
Before a contract was in place with the selected auctioneer, a cash offer from another real estate firm
was presented. The Sales Team now had two options - one to proceed with an auction, the other to
respond to the cash offer. Each approach presented a different set of conditions and possibilities.
The Board of Directors met following the Annual Gathering on September 16, and was informed of the
potential cash purchase. The Board authorized the Sales Team to accept a cash offer which met the
conditions and standards the Sales Team required.
Counter offers were entertained before a contract was accepted.
On October 5, 2017, the Sales Team completed the agreement for the sale of Pilgrim Hills in
its entirety, for the purchase price of $2.5 million.

READ MORE

Online Learning and Training
Click on the Picture Below to learn more

Committees on Ministry
Advent - A Spiritual Journey

Covenantal Elders
Covenantal Elders
The Covenantal Elders met in September to review insights, experiences and learning. Our elders love
their churches and pastors! If you have not spent time with your elder please let Rev Linda know so we
can clarify assignments.
All of our elders have been part of the UCC and active in this association for a long time. They care
about open and honest conversation. The intent of a visit from your Covenantal Elder is not to instruct
or to criticize; they come to learn and experience the life and energy of your congregations and
clergy. Their tasks include learning what you need and want from the association, and what resources
and information you might be able share with the association. Over the next few months I will share
articles based on Covenantal Elder visits to help congregations get to know one another better. It is
time to share our stories! It is time to speak our passions! It is time to share our truth as we grow into
an even better and more unified church.
If you have questions please, contact Rev. Linda Meredith

RevLinda

Basic Interim Minister Training
November 7-9
Camp Christian, Marysville
This 3-day event is a basic level training that will qualify a pastor to work as an interim minister in Ohio.
It is, however, only the first step for those truly interested in this specialized field of ministry. Interim
ministry is important work, and pastors are encouraged to seriously explore developing their expertise
in this important field.

Register Here

Speaking of Faith...

Buddhism; Spiritual but Not Religious,
Hinduism, Christianity, Islam
Over the next five months Rev. Dr. Tim Ahrens will be facilitating this program.
We will learn WITH people who practice their faith in each of the above beliefs.

Click Here for More Information

BUDDHISM Tuesday November 7th 7-9p Place TBD.

Transgender Day of Remembrance
Nov. 20, 2017
Transgender Awareness Week Nov. 14-20, 2017
Everywhere!

Welcoming Those Living with Mental Illness
W.I.S.E. (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, and Engaged)
congregations are learning how to expand their welcome to
embrace people living with mental illness, cognitive disabilities
and brain injuries. A project of the UCC Mental Health Network,
W.I.S.E. is a natural complement to your congregation's ONA
commitment. Learn more at the movement's next conference Oct.
20 in Venice, FL, and check out the blog for more resources for
your congregation.

LEARN MORE

Churches Currently in Transition....
 Heidelberg UCC, Stoutsville is in the process of writing their local church profile.
 Advent UCC, Columbus is in the process of beginning their search for a new
minister.

Still need to complete your Boundary Training?
A Reminder from DCAM

The Disciples of Christ are offering the following EVENTS:
November 1 @ Camp Christian, Anti-Racism Team Training
November 2 @ Camp Christian, Ethical Boundaries Standing Workshop

Click Here to Register

God Has Already Chosen.
Now It's Your Turn
A Devotion

by Jennifer Brownell

For many are called but few are chosen." - Matthew 22:14
I've walked the nature trails around our neighborhood pond many times and seen rabbits, birds, even
the occasional deer. Today, out of the corner of my eye, I saw a beaver. I looked again and there it
was, like it had always been there, sitting calmly on the bank, chewing something green and leafy held
between its front paws.
I described the beaver and its lunch to my walking buddy, another Jennifer, who is blind and so could
not see it. Then we were quiet while Jennifer listened. The beaver was too far away even for her keen
hearing, but she did find a couple other pond dwellers, locating them by the sound of rustling in the
reeds. Sometimes I can see things Jennifer wouldn't have noticed. But I'm hard of hearing, so other
times it's Jennifer who notices things I wouldn't, like creatures out of sight and on the move close by.
Many are called, Jesus teaches, but few are chosen. This seems hard, and exclusionary, not like the
Jesus we love to love. Recently, though, I've learned that the Greek word translated "many" could be
translated "all" and that knowledge changes this passage for me.
All are called. God has already made God's choice. The only choice left is ours. Will we choose to make
this journey alone, to blunder along with our limited senses and understanding, or will we choose
community, companions whose abilities complement ours? All are called. Maybe the reason the few are
so, well, few, is because we haven't learned yet to travel together, to choose relationship with God and
each other over all our other choices.
The wild creatures are always at the pond, but it takes both my eyes and my friend's ears to locate
them. All are called. Today let us choose to go forward, arm in arm, ready to be one another's eyes and
ears and hands and hearts.

Prayer
Open our ears, dear God, to your call, ringing brightly around us even now.
Amen.

Highwater Congregational United Church of Christ
1213 Dutch Lane Rd Newark OH 43055
Celebrating 175 Years of Ministry
Sunday, October 22 2017
Worship Service at 10:30a

Have you read the PARISH PAPER?
The Parish Paper is a wonderful resource to
which the Ohio Conference has subscribed
on behalf of all Ohio Conference churches.
Each issue stands alone as a topic of
interest and importance to being a living
and growing congregation.
Check it out...

October - Short-Term Mission
Trips that Yield Long-Term
Success

Constitution and By Laws Adopted
10-25-14
CSEOA Vision - Future Story 2020
CSEOA Strategic Plan 2013-2020
Ohio Conference Website

November - Mistakes Churches Make
During an Interim Ministry
December - Does Our Pastor Need a
Job Description

Outdoor Ministries
Member In Discernment Manual
Rev. 7 10-9-2013
How Do I Transfer My Standing?

Staff Contacts
Debbie Smetts,
Association Office Administrator
Central Southeast Ohio Association
6161 Busch Blvd., Suite 100
Columbus, Ohio 43229-2547
614-885-0722 Ext. 218
Toll Free: 800-282-0740 Ext. 218
Fax: 614-885-8824
Email: debras@ocucc.org

Reverend Patricia Battle,
Association Pastor

Office Hours by Appointment
Email: patriciab@ocucc.org
Call or Text: 614-531-8240

Staff Specialists
Reverend Scott Schieber,
Head of Staff for Specialists
Email: scotts@ocucc.org
Cell: 614-226-1314

Joan Davidson,
Association Registrar
Email: joand@ocucc.org
Cell: 419-934-3713

Reverend Linda Meredith,
Covenantal Elders Specialist
Pastoral Practice Specialist
Email: lindam@ocucc.org
Cell: 740-815-1048

Beverly Holt,
Search and Call Specialist

Email: beverlyh@ocucc.org
Cell: 740-816-2987

ABOUT THE NEW LOGO
All UCC LOGOs are Available Here

