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A Note from Your Treasurer Regarding
OCWM Gifts
OCWM gifts received from congregations through December 31st will be credited to 2017 giving. OCWM gifts
received through January 5th, 2018, will also be credited to 2017 giving unless you clearly indicate that the
gift is to be credited to 2018. (This is to accommodate churches who make a year end gift). All OCWM gifts
received January 6th or after will be credited to 2018. Thank you, and all best wishes for the holidays.
Jay Yutzey, CSEOA Treasurer

Quick Links
CSE Authorized
Clergy and MID
Directory

CSE Pulpit Supply
List

2017 Calendar
IT'S HAPPENING in the CSEOA
Monday, November 27th
Pastoral Excellence Leadership
North Church
7p
Saturday, January 13th 2018
Elders Meeting
David's UCC in Canal Winchester
10a

CSE Church Directory

CSE Departments,
Council and
Committees

2017 Calendar of
Prayer

Visit the
NEW CSEOA
Website

Calendar of Prayer
November 26
Trinity UCC, Thornville
December 3
CSEOA Personnel Committee
December 10
Westerville Community UCC, Westerville
December 17
Zion UCC, Delaware
December 24
Zion Reformed UCC, Thornville

If you have news or photos to share and/or dates you would like to add to the calendar to be included in our
next CSEmail, please submit to me by Friday at 4:30p
Submit your articles, photos (jpeg, png format please) and attachments to
debras@ocucc.org

Thanksgiving!!!
Every day is a day to give thanks and praise the Lord !
We are thankful for all 39 of our churches in this association and all 105 clergy. As an association we wish to
be available and useful to all. In this time of renewal and transition we strive to learn about the strengths,

gifts, challenges and histories of all our family. Please share your story today.
I challenge each clergy to write a personal brag page about what they and their place of ministry are doing to
live out the faith they proclaim. I also challenge each congregation to write a short story about who they are,
what they are about, what their goals are and what they hold up proudly for all to see.
We can and must share our stories. Victories are fun, but times we have faltered and times we hurt need to
be shared too. We have congregations who need inspiration and encouragement. We have congregations
that need to be applauded and some who need challenged. We have communities in need of resources
including volunteer hours. There is something for us all to do.
As we give thanks, let’s put our words into actions that encourage others to give thanks too.
Send your stories, thoughts, pictures and challenges to debras@ocucc.org. They will be shared in the
weekly Newsletter between now and Christmas.
ELDERS
Our Covenantal Elders are a helpful resource to congregations in their search and call process, in trying
something new doing the upcoming holy days, in self-evaluation to assist in 2018 goal setting and budget
planning. Utilize them.
Pastoral Practice
Our groups continue to meet and we are working on starting new groups. Any authorized clergy are
welcome. Please prayerfully consider devoting monthly time to excellence in your called vocation.
Thank You
Rev. Linda Meredith,
Specialist for Covenantal Elders and Pastoral Practice
Rev. Mindy Quellhorst shares:
Grace UCC is the only progressive voice in a rather conservative area. It is a congregation that worships 6075 on an average. We have worked to be open to what God is calling us to do and be in this time in which
we live. Sharing and living out of love, working hard to talk to one another in compassion, growing in
community is what Grace is working towards. We are learning to get out of ourselves and open our world
up. Right now we are working at different mission projects ( building and arc with Heifer project
International) and learning that worship can come in many ways. We have some children that lead us in the
Lord’s prayer every Sunday, and lead us in laughter and fun.
Blessed,
Mindy Quellhorst
Rev. Melinda Quellhorst
Pastor/ Teacher of Grace UCC Lancaster, Ohio

Thank you Rev Mindy Quellhorst

SAVE THE DATE
You're Invited To:
Amanda Conley's
Ordination
December 9th at 1:30pm
Advent
United Church of Christ
2303 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, OH 43219
Lite Refreshments Will
Follow

Happy
Birthday
Rev. Roger
Miller
80 Years Young on November 30th
Send cards to
4225 Stratton Rd, Columbus 43220
Roger is in the midst of radiation treatment for
lung cancer and is making good progress.
November Praise and Prayer Calendar

Faithful Men and Women of God,

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me
to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still
waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever. Psalm 23
Have a joyous and peaceful Thanksgiving with family,
friends and our Shepherd.
Seeing God in Everything......

So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee
thanks for ever: we will shew forth thy praise to all
generations. Psalm 79:13
Rev. Patricia E. H. Battle
Servant of God

Get November Praise and Prayer Calendar Here

Christmas Cookie Walk
Saturday, November 25th
First Congregational UCC
200 North Main Mount Vernon

A Benefit Concert At Advent UCC

MID Gathering
Save The Date
April 12-13, 2018
Cleveland, Ohio
Click Here For More Info

Love of Neighbor
Now through Spring of 2018
Click below for more details
and a way to put your plan
into action

Basic Needs Drive
Love of Neighbor,
Love of Children,
Love of Creation.

Advent is Approaching!
Save the Date:
Sunday, December 3rd 1p-4p

Bethlehem Marketplace

a non profit event sponsored by

St. John’s United Church of Christ
285 W National Dr, Newark, Ohio 43055

While waiting in the sanctuary for your trip to Bethlehem, music will be provided by various church choirs and
musical groups. Once in the Marketplace, guests will experience Bethlehem, as it was 2000 years ago. They
will pass the Inn where there was no room and see the Holy Family in the stable. Visitors will receive gifts as
th
they depart the Marketplace and return to the 20 century. Come join us and experience the true meaning of
Christmas.
Guests are encouraged to bring non-perishable food items or monetary gifts which will be
presented to the Licking County Food Pantry Network.

Advent Resources
Advent is an exciting, busy time in the life of the
church. Although many of you may have made plans
long ago, others may be looking for inspiration for
your Bible studies, soup suppers, worship, Blue
Christmas service or personal reflection.
We are inspired by the wealth of amazing Advent
resources out there.
If you want to integrate video into worship or faith
formation, we have several, inexpensive favorites:
 The Skit Guys
 The Salt Project
 The Work of the People

Imagining a Different Conference

You are invited to help the Conference Vision Team!
Recently, a team of 15 representatives from Associations and
Conference forwarded a report to the Board of Directors. That report
imagined different ways to shape the Ohio Conference and its
Associations.
The Vision Team declared to the Board of Directors that we need to
become "one nimble and responsible judicatory that is faithful in mission
and responsible in stewardship."
The Board agreed. And that's where you come in.

Read More

Getting to the Root of It

We’ve asked UCC advocates to help us unpack the complex justice issues
that we’re working on. Using our scripture and our General Synod
pronouncements as the basis for these reflections, we hope to provide
insights into the issues you care about that are rooted in our shared faith,
and can inform your advocacy efforts.

Justice Events

Online Learning and Training
Click on the Picture Below to learn more

Committees on Ministry
Advent - A Spiritual Journey

Speaking of Faith...

Spiritual but Not Religious,

Hinduism, Christianity, Islam
Over the next several months Rev. Dr. Tim Ahrens will be facilitating this program.
We will learn WITH people who practice their faith in each of the above beliefs.
Monday, December 4 -7-9pm - Spiritual But Not Religious - location to be announced.
Monday, January 8 - 7-9pm - Hinduism - location to be announced.
Monday, February 5 - 7-9pm - Christianity - location to be announced.
Monday, March 5 -7-9pm - Islam - Noor Cultural Islamic Center, 5001 Wilcox Road, Dublin, Ohio 43016
Bring friends, family, neighbors, co-workers. All are welcome. We need to have folks sign-up so we can plan
for food and seating.
Contact Rev. Dr. Tim Ahrens for more information

Churches Currently in Transition....
 Heidelberg UCC, Stoutsville is in the process of writing their local church profile.
 Advent UCC, Columbus is in the process of beginning their search for a new minister.

Thanks
a Devotion
by Howard Vanderwell

Thanks
Scripture Reading — 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24

Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 —
The Heidelberg Catechism says that belief in the providence of God makes it possible for us to be "thankful
when things go well" and "patient when things go against us" (Q&A 28). So sometimes we are thankful, and
sometimes we are patient. Paul sums things up this way. He says it is God's will for us to be thankful "in all
circumstances." Really? Well, it may help to note that Paul is not saying we should be thankful for all
circumstances but in them. When things seem to go against us, I think God expects us to be grateful that his
hand holds us and helps us to endure under the strain. That's a big challenge--to look for reasons to be
thankful when the going is tough. Sometimes it can be equally difficult for us to be thankful when things are
going well. We might not think it would be that way. After all, when things go well, we have so much to be
grateful for. But the very nature of human beings, even if we are Christian, is to overlook the crowd of God's
good gifts to us every day. Let me suggest that today you sit still where you are and exercise the gift of
noticing. Notice what you see, what you have, and who is with you. Notice the color, beauty, and variety
around you. Keep noticing, and make a list of the gifts you notice. Then give thanks to God, the great giver!
Prayer
O great Creator and Giver of all gifts, give us today the great gift of being able to notice all your
gifts. Open our hearts to a spirit of thanksgiving, we pray.
For Jesus' sake, Amen.

Have you read the PARISH PAPER?
The Parish Paper is a wonderful resource to
which the Ohio Conference has subscribed on
behalf of all Ohio Conference churches. Each
issue stands alone as a topic of interest and
importance to being a living and growing
congregation.
Check it out...

November - Mistakes Churches Make
During an Interim Ministry
December - Does Our Pastor Need a Job
Description

Constitution and By Laws Adopted 1025-14
CSEOA Vision - Future Story 2020
CSEOA Strategic Plan 2013-2020
Ohio Conference Website
Outdoor Ministries
Member In Discernment Manual
Rev. 7 10-9-2013
How Do I Transfer My Standing?

Staff Contacts
Debbie Smetts,
Association Office Administrator
Central Southeast Ohio Association
6161 Busch Blvd., Suite 100
Columbus, Ohio 43229-2547
614-885-0722 Ext. 218
Toll Free: 800-282-0740 Ext. 218
Fax: 614-885-8824
Email: debras@ocucc.org

Reverend Patricia Battle,
Association Pastor

Office Hours by Appointment
Email: patriciab@ocucc.org
Call or Text: 614-531-8240

Staff Specialists
Reverend Scott Schieber,
Head of Staff for Specialists
Email: scotts@ocucc.org
Cell: 614-226-1314

Joan Davidson,
Association Registrar
Email: joand@ocucc.org
Cell: 419-934-3713

Reverend Linda Meredith,
Covenantal Elders Specialist
Pastoral Practice Specialist
Email: lindam@ocucc.org
Cell: 740-815-1048

Beverly Holt,
Search and Call Specialist
Email: beverlyh@ocucc.org
Cell: 740-816-2987

ABOUT THE NEW LOGO
All UCC LOGOs are Available Here

