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IT'S HAPPENING in the CSEOA
Wednesday, November 8th
DPAM
David's UCC, Canal Winchester
9:30a-3:30p
Saturday, November 11th
DCAM
Association Office
1p-4p

Calendar of Prayer
November 5th
CSEOA Department for
Preparation for Authorized Ministry
November 12
Trinity UCC, Baltimore

2017 Calendar of
Prayer

November 19
Trinity UCC, Columbus
November 26
Trinity UCC, Thornville

Visit the
NEW
CSEOA
Website
If you have news or photos to share and/or dates you would like to add to the calendar to be included in our
next CSEmail, please submit to me by Friday at 4:30p
Submit your articles, photos (jpeg, png format please) and attachments to
debras@ocucc.org

Introducing Rev. Lisa Bowersock

Introducing Rev. Terry Williams

A Note from Rev Linda Meredith,
Past Moderator
These are the times that try men’s souls. So begins Thomas Paine’s The Crisis. His essay talks about choices
and change. Matthew’s gospel tells us about the signs of the end of days. Paul, in the New Testament, tells
us to persevere and train as if we planned to be in Olympic competition.
Here we are in 2017. Around us are wars and rumors of wars (Matthew 24:6), (Luke 21:11) floods, fires (Joel
2:30 ff), earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, drought, famine, family members quarreling (Matthew 10:21),
drug abuse epidemics, climate change, divisions, violence in the streets, technologies that take control of our
lives… If these are not trying times which seem to point to the end of time, I don’t know what is.
We can let the signs and the times overwhelm us. We can allow them to control our emotions, thoughts and
actions. We can become immobilized. We can decide to eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die
(Ecclesiastes 8:15). We can also see possibilities. We can bring hope. We can share love. We can believe in
ourselves. We can transform the impossible into great realities. Attitude matters. Our actions and words
matter.
Look at the example of Jonah. He did not want to be hated by telling people the path they were on was
leading to certain destruction. He feared they would mock him or worse. When he became inspired to preach,
he condemned folks to violence and death, told them their egocentrism, greediness, apathy were their
downfall. When he completes his preaching tour, he watches for God to destroy them. He feels smug, better
than them, closer to God, right…
The people who listened to Jonah, responded to his message. They changed. They shared, learned
compassion, became less wasteful, and prayed for forgiveness. Repentance showed in changed lifestyles. The
path they had been traveling was altered and their painful and horrible end was avoided.
Jonah gets mad about that. And God says how can you be angry that these many people and animals were
spared? You did your job well. You changed the world. Get up, there is more for you to do. There was hope
for Jonah too.
In our world of negativity, constant change, hectic schedules, unrealistic expectations… We long for
something to remain the same, someplace where we know what to expect. Many of us look to our houses of
worship for that stability. It is not the church that provides stability, it is our God made known to us in Jesus
Christ. Relationships provide our foundations and safe havens. We must have positive, growing relationship
with Jesus, ourselves and others in order to remain sane, positive and hope filled. Houses of worship can be
destroyed. History can be altered by the latest discovery or revelation. Relationship comes from a deeper
more secure place. Relationship is what we are created for. Relationship must not be undermined by
tradition, electronics, politics, disasters or fear. Relationship is fluid, relevant, interactive, uplifting,
challenging… Jesus calls us to put what we believe into obvious practice in the way we live every day.
The church as we have known it, is not the church we are called to be. Church structure, organization, and
mission – must be open to change, growth, new leading from the Spirit. God is calling us to a renewed sense
of stewardship of our resources: time, money, volunteers, history, environment, our bodies, our minds and
our souls. God knows change can be hard – but it is rewarded with renewed energy and hope.
(Acts 2:17) God says, I will pour out my spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your
young will see visions and your old dream dreams. Even on servants will I pour my Spirit in those days.
We are called to let die what no longer serves us well (John 15:2). We are called to revive the hope that is
ours in Jesus (I Peter 1:3). We all have a part to play that is critical (I Corinthians 12:12-27).
As the United Church of Christ seeks to remain faithful followers of Jesus Christ we change. This is happening
on national, conference, association and congregation levels. Clergy are still teachers, preachers and
prophets. Clergy are advocates, informers, activists….. Laity are a critical part of the body of Christ. All of us
must be equipped, in constant training, self-disciplined, reliable… wise stewards of all of God’s gifts (Matthew
10). We bring those gifts to community. That community near and far, is the church (Romans 12).
Pray without ceasing (I Thessalonians 4 & 5), be team players, never give up on yourself or others, take a
Sabbath each week; engage in a lifestyle that witnesses to your faith, vision and dreams. Together we as the
church are great and will save the world.

God is alive and well,
Rev. Linda Meredith

Ohio Conference UCC Welcomes
Joyce Oyler to the staff as
Transitional Outdoor Ministry Coordinator
Dear colleagues in ministry,
This comes to you as a follow up to our report from the October meeting of the
Board of Directors.
Ms. Joyce Oyler has been employed by the Conference as our Transitional
Outdoor Ministry Coordinator. She begins her work in the position November 1,
2017 and will continue to serve full time through October, 2018.

READ MORE

Ohio Conference in Search of
an Executive Administrator
The Ohio Conference is seeking a skilled administrator who brings passion, creativity and a heart for people
to work with an organization that serves the needs of approximately 360 churches throughout Ohio, West
Virginia and Northern Kentucky. An ideal candidate will thrive in a fast-paced and adaptive environment, and
enjoy managing a wide variety of projects simultaneously. S/he will have good people skills and enjoy helping
staff and volunteers get the support they need to complete a variety of projects. S/he will be able to delegate
work and train other volunteers and staff for the project or task at hand. S/he will also be able to use and
learn cloud-based and other technologies that empower working teams that may be dispersed over a wide
geographic area. The workload related to this position has seasonal ebbs and flows and will sometimes
include longer hours or weekend work at times when we have Board Meetings, large events, summer camp
registration, etc.
This position has a future for growth and change depending on the organization’s needs and the gifts and
skills the candidate can share with our creative and adaptive team.

Click Here for Full Job Description
Direct your resume and inquiries to:
John Gantt, Interim Conference Minister
Ohio Conference UCC

6161 Busch Blvd., Suite 100
Columbus OH 43229
jmg@ocucc.org

Love of Neighbor
Now through Spring of 2018
Click below for more details
and a way to put your plan
into action

Basic Needs Drive
Love of Neighbor,
Love of Children,
Love of Creation.

Templed Hills
Volunteers Needed
Jim Ditzler, chair of Day-to-Day Camp Operators Team, has
identified areas of work which can be accomplished by
volunteer crews from your congregation:

See where you can help here!

Advent is Approaching!
Save the Date:
Sunday, December 3rd 1p-4p

Bethlehem Marketplace

a non profit event sponsored by
St. John’s United Church of Christ
285 W National Dr, Newark, Ohio 43055

While waiting in the sanctuary for your trip to Bethlehem, music will be provided by various church choirs and
musical groups. Once in the Marketplace, guests will experience Bethlehem, as it was 2000 years ago. They
will pass the Inn where there was no room and see the Holy Family in the stable. Visitors will receive gifts as
th
they depart the Marketplace and return to the 20 century. Come join us and experience the true meaning of
Christmas.
Guests are encouraged to bring non-perishable food items or monetary gifts which will be
presented to the Licking County Food Pantry Network.

Fall Youth Event
You Gotta Be...
Empowered, Engaged, Effective
This is a retreat designed by youth, for youth. God
gives EVERY person natural, creative talent. You just
need to activate it!
BE empowered to use your natural leadership gifts to
tackle those tough issues that seem impossible. BE
engaged in a new design process that will unleash
your creativity. BE effective in leading change in your
home, your church, your school and your community.

You will be imagining creative solutions for such
issues as:
· Interfaith Dialogue
· Criminal Justice
· White Privilege and Racism
· Refugees
· Immigration
· Sexuality and Gender
· Environmental Justice
· Human Trafficking
· Positive Body Image
· Poverty/Homelessness
NOTE: We expect churches to bring chaperones for participating youth at a ratio of 1 adult: 10 youth.
Chaperones should match the gender of the participants. For example, if you have 5 girls and 2 boys, you’d
need to bring 1 male and 1 female chaperone. All chaperones must complete the required annual background
and reference checks. They should come prepared to participate fully in the programming, building

relationships with youth from their church and other churches.
We realize that finding enough chaperones can sometimes be a challenge. We encourage you to work with
other churches in your area who are attending to share chaperones between your groups. Don’t know
another church that’s attending? Please contact Nicole Havelka (nicoleh@ocucc.org) at the Ohio Conference
UCC office to make a connection! You can also email her with questions you might have about the event.

More Info and Register Here

Getting to the Root of It

We’ve asked UCC advocates to help us unpack the complex justice issues
that we’re working on. Using our scripture and our General Synod
pronouncements as the basis for these reflections, we hope to provide
insights into the issues you care about that are rooted in our shared faith,
and can inform your advocacy efforts.

Justice Events

Online Learning and Training
Click on the Picture Below to learn more

Advent - A Spiritual Journey

Committees on Ministry

Speaking of Faith...

Buddhism; Spiritual but Not Religious,
Hinduism, Christianity, Islam
Over the next five months Rev. Dr. Tim Ahrens will be facilitating this program.
We will learn WITH people who practice their faith in each of the above beliefs.

Click Here for More Information

BUDDHISM Tuesday November 7th 7-9p Place TBD.

Transgender Day of Remembrance
Nov. 20, 2017
Transgender Awareness Week Nov. 14-20, 2017
Everywhere!

Welcoming Those Living with Mental Illness

W.I.S.E. (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, and Engaged)
congregations are learning how to expand their welcome to embrace
people living with mental illness, cognitive disabilities and brain injuries.
A project of the UCC Mental Health Network, W.I.S.E. is a natural
complement to your congregation's ONA commitment. Learn more at
the movement's next conference Oct. 20 in Venice, FL, and check out
the blog for more resources for your congregation.

LEARN MORE

Churches Currently in Transition....
 Heidelberg UCC, Stoutsville is in the process of writing their local church profile.
 Advent UCC, Columbus is in the process of beginning their search for a new minister.

All Saints Day
Wednesday, November 1st
by Steven Liechty
"Let the saints be joyful in glory." - Psalm 149
Every year on November 1, All Saints Day, I remember Sacred Heart cemetery in the town I grew up in. It
was a huge Polish cemetery situated on a long sloping hill next to a busy intersection and we passed it every
day on our way almost everywhere. Normally, like all cemeteries, it gave me the creeps, especially because at
the very top of the hill there was an enormous 19th century abandoned orphanage that scared me so much I
wouldn’t even look at it. Naturally, I assumed that all the orphans’ parents were buried in the cemetery.
But on the night before November 1, starting at dusk, the entire cemetery would be lit up with thousands of
red votive candles. It made it look like the dead were getting ready for a party, like they had turned on all the
lights in the house.
I’m sure it seems odd to say the cemetery looked festive, but it really did. On that night, there was nothing
"dead" about it. The effect was to confuse the categories of living and dead. It made the dead seem less
separated from us, not so different from us. I used to think all those red candles burning all night on the
graves must make the dead people happy, or at least cheer them up.
Of course that was what I thought when I was a kid afraid of cemeteries and orphanages. But now I wonder:
why not? If death is not the end, then it’s not the end of cheer or even joy. And not theoretical, pie-in-the-sky
joy, either. The real thing, the same happiness we know now, the kind that makes us put up Christmas
lights. The kind of happiness that makes us wish it could last forever. Every year on All Saints Day, I wonder
if it does.

Prayer
Here’s hoping perpetual light means eternal joy. Amen.

Have you read the PARISH PAPER?
The Parish Paper is a wonderful resource to
which the Ohio Conference has subscribed on
behalf of all Ohio Conference churches. Each
issue stands alone as a topic of interest and
importance to being a living and growing
congregation.
Check it out...

November - Mistakes Churches Make
During an Interim Ministry
December - Does Our Pastor Need a Job
Description

Constitution and By Laws Adopted 1025-14
CSEOA Vision - Future Story 2020
CSEOA Strategic Plan 2013-2020
Ohio Conference Website
Outdoor Ministries
Member In Discernment Manual
Rev. 7 10-9-2013
How Do I Transfer My Standing?

Staff Contacts
Debbie Smetts,
Association Office Administrator
Central Southeast Ohio Association
6161 Busch Blvd., Suite 100
Columbus, Ohio 43229-2547
614-885-0722 Ext. 218
Toll Free: 800-282-0740 Ext. 218
Fax: 614-885-8824
Email: debras@ocucc.org

Reverend Patricia Battle,
Association Pastor

Office Hours by Appointment
Email: patriciab@ocucc.org
Call or Text: 614-531-8240

Staff Specialists
Reverend Scott Schieber,
Head of Staff for Specialists
Email: scotts@ocucc.org
Cell: 614-226-1314

Joan Davidson,
Association Registrar
Email: joand@ocucc.org
Cell: 419-934-3713

Reverend Linda Meredith,
Covenantal Elders Specialist
Pastoral Practice Specialist
Email: lindam@ocucc.org
Cell: 740-815-1048

Beverly Holt,
Search and Call Specialist
Email: beverlyh@ocucc.org
Cell: 740-816-2987

ABOUT THE NEW LOGO
All UCC LOGOs are Available Here

